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“Who Is This Jesus?”
Proverbs 8:1-11; John 1:1-18 December 20, 2015

Words are not just empty sounds echoing in time and 
space. We learn through the Scriptures that words have the 
power to create the universe, make sense of our lives and 
restore our shattered world. In Isaiah the Lord declares, 
“[My word] shall not return to me empty, but it shall 
accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it” (55:11). In the opening of John’s gospel, 
we hear how God sends the Word into the world. 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God and the Word was God.” It is more than just the sound 
of these simple words that calms our spirits. In hearing the 
words, the universe around us is named and put in order. 
The opening words of John remind us that Christ himself, 
the Word made flesh, is with us. 

Amid all the uncertainties and dangers of life, we long 
for a sense of order, security and meaning. We may be in 
the best of health, live in the comfort of our own homes 
and still feel the uncertainty of life. With all of our degrees, 
certifications, credit cards, portfolios and insurance papers, 
we may still wonder who we are and where we are. No 
matter how secure we try to make our world, the dark 
dangers of life are always threatening to overcome the light.  

This simple ancient truth dispels the darkness and brings 
us to the light of God’s Word. We listen with open ears 
and longing hearts to the words of John’s gospel. John 
tells us that Jesus is the Word of God. The Greek term 
for word is logos. Logos had meaning to both Greeks and 
Jews. Six centuries before the coming of Jesus, the Greek 
Heraclitus spoke of logos as the “eternal principle of order 
in the universe” (R. Brown, The Anchor Bible Commentary: 
Gospel of John, 520).  Other Greek philosophers thought 
of the logos as the mind of God that shaped, created or 
gave order to the universe. To the Hebrew prophets, the 
Word of God was active, creative and powerful. In Psalm 
33, we hear that “By the word of the Lord the heavens were 
made.” In the traditions of Israel, Wisdom is like the Word 
that is sent from God to accomplish the will of God. In 
Proverbs 8 we hear Wisdom say, “The Lord created me at 
the beginning of his work, the first of all his acts of long 

ago.” John proclaims that the logos of God became flesh in 
Jesus and dwelt among us. 

This morning our Affirmation of Faith is the portion 
of the Nicene Creed that names Jesus as “the only Son 
of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, 
Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not 
made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things 
were made..” Jesus is not just like God, similar to God or 
closer to God than anybody else. The very being of God is 
manifest in Jesus. Jesus is the incarnate logos of God. 

This is the scandal of the gospel message. The God who 
dwells beyond time and space comes to dwell with us in 
Jesus, a carpenter’s son who lived two thousand years ago 
in Nazareth. In Jesus, God has entered the world of human 
experience. Throughout Advent we have been reflecting 
on the many answers to the question, “Who is this Jesus?”  
John’s answer is that Jesus is the Word of God who takes 
on human flesh, dwells among us and brings us to the light 
of God. 

It is hard at times to make sense of life. John tells us that 
the world is full of darkness. Sometimes, the universe in 
which we live seems like an alien land full of strange realities 
and terrifying experiences. We may swagger around and 
try to act brave; more often than not, we are like children 
whistling in the dark. The peaceful course of our lives can be 
brought to a sudden end when we hear a single word – cancer 
– failure – accident – terminated - bankrupt - divorce.   

I know a woman who seems to have everything going 
for her. She has a flourishing career, good health, financial 
security and a lot of friends. Her children are doing well in 
college. Over the last few years, she has begun to feel - what’s 
the word? .... Superfluous? She no longer feels needed. The 
darkness creeps in and chases away the light. Everywhere 
she turns all she sees is a dark emptiness of soul. She cannot 
find the light.  

Jesus comes to bring us to the light. The Nicene Creed 
continues, “For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary, and became truly human.” John says that in 
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him is the power to become children of God. In him is the 
wisdom of God to discern the true from the false, the right 
from wrong, and the good from evil. 

We can look out and shake our heads at the evil and 
cruelty we see around us. How can people be so brutal to 
each other; how can people be so indifferent to the suffering 
of others? We are dumbfounded by the violence in our 
homes and bomb threats at schools. We are horrified as we 
watch human civilization dissolve into ethnic and religious 
conflict. Shakespeare’s tragic figures, Othello, Lear and 
Hamlet, knew that the darkness lies not only beyond us in 
the evils we oppose, but also within us. Our own jealousy, 
foolishness and obsessions lead us into a darkness that has 
the power to destroy us. The bitter talk about immigrants, 
the hate speech about other faith traditions, the scorn we 
heap upon others do not come from the Word of God.  

John says that Jesus’ own people did not receive him.  
The very ones who should have recognized Jesus as the 
Word sent from God did not accept him. Many people 
reject him today.  Some reject Jesus because they “just 
don’t get it.” Others see the light, but cannot give up the 
things that come between them and the light. So it was 
with the rich man who came to Jesus to ask what he must 
do to inherit eternal life. He was not an evil person.  In fact, 
he was a good person who had tried to do the right thing 
all of his life. Jesus saw that great wealth stood between 
this young man and the kingdom. Jesus said, “Go, sell all 
that you have and give to the poor and come and follow 
me.” He could not part with the security that he thought 
his possessions gave him. He went away sorrowfully. Some 
people love dim shadows more than the light. 

The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has not 
overcome it. It is astonishing to see what happens when we 
light one candle in a dark place. The light of one candle is 
powerful enough to pierce the darkness. One kind word 
can encourage a broken heart; one act of forgiveness can 
reconcile enemies; one deed of love can give hope to the 
poor. One man’s death on a cross can give life to the world. 

The King James Version of the Bible says, “the darkness 
comprehended it not.” There are many ways to understand 
this word we render “overcome” or “comprehend.” It can 
mean “to understand with the mind” or “to grasp the 
significance of something.” The world does not grasp the 
significance of Jesus. The world thinks that there are other 
matters like money, success and power that are far more 
important. The word can mean “to welcome” or “to accept 
something.” The world still does not welcome Jesus. The 

world is still at war; the world still condones hatred; and the 
world still treats human life as something cheap. 

The word can also mean “to overtake” or “to master 
something.” Here, John reminds us that no matter how 
things appear, no matter how deep the darkness seems, the 
light of Christ is not overcome. One of the reasons that 
terrorism has such power is that it rises out of nowhere with 
a might that threatens to overcome the order and stability 
of life. Terrorism, hatred and violence cannot extinguish 
the light of Christ that shines in the darkness. Frederick 
Buechner once said, “All the darkness that ever was, when 
held against the light, would scarcely fill a cup” (Union 
Presbyterian Seminary graduation speech, 1977). 

We are witnesses to the light. We have seen his glory.  
We know what Christ can do. He keeps us safe in the 
overwhelming darkness of our world. He delivers us from 
the darkness of our own hearts. He invites us to live in the 
light of his presence forever. He calls us to share the light 
with others.  


